side folded positions opening the opening, and door lift devices having rotatable members having 
a common axis of rotation operable to selectively open and close the bi-fold door comprising: 
connecting the rotatable members to one panel with elongated flexible webs, aligning each web 
normal to the axis of rotation of a rotatable member, maintaining the alignment of the web with 
the rotatable member to ensure an overlapping relationship of the web around the rotatable 
member, simuhaneously rotating the rotatable [member] members in one direction with a power 
unit at a constant rate of speed to wind the webs in overlapping relation around the rotatable 
mpmhpr Q maintaming fhff aligntnp.n t nf thp wehs with thp rntatflhip, memhprs diirinp rntatinn nf 

the mtatahlp mpmhprs in thp one. H irpptinn tn winH fhp webs arnnnH the rotatable mpmhers tO 

pnQiirp nvprbpping rplatinngViip nf thp wph«; flrniinH thp rntatablp members to move the first and 
second panels at an increasing rate of speed from a closed position to an open position, [and] 
rotating the rotatable members in a direction opposite the one direction at a constant rate of speed 
to unwind the webs from overlapping relationship around the rotatable members,_and 
mamtaining thp alignmpnt of thp w p hg with thp rotatahlp memhers dnrinp rotation nf the rotatahle 

tnpmhpr<; in thp Hirprtinn nppnsit p thp nnp Hirpptinn tr> unwind the webs from the mtatflhle 
mpmhp.rg tn maintain thp nvprlap p ing rplatinnship nf thp wpbs nn the rotatable members dliriPP 

iinwinHing nf thp wphs frnm thp rnt atahlp mpmhers to move the first and second panels at a 
deceasing rate of speed from an open position to a closed position. 

1 8. (Twice Amended) A method of opening and closing an opening in a structure 
with a bi-fold door having hinged panels, means movably mounting the door on the structure for 
movement between a down closed position to an up open position, and a door lift device having a 
rotatable member driven with a reversible electric motor to selectively move the door between 
the closed and open positions thereof comprising: connecting the rotatable member to one panel 
of the bi-fold door with an elongated flexible web, guiding the web with laterally spaced annular 
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plates located adjacent the opposite ends of the rotatable member and a web accommodating slot 
in a shield located around the rotatable member to maintain an overlapping relationship of the 
web around the rotatable member, rotating the rotatable member in one direction at a constant 
rate of speed to wind the web in overlapping relation around the rotatable member, guiding the 
weh with Ip^terally .spaced annnlar plates s enireH to the rotatable member ;^nd a weh 
acmmmoHating slot in a shield aronnd the platen; during rotation of the rotatable member in one 
direction to ensure overlapping relationsh ip of the weh around the rotatable member to move the 
door at an increasing rate of speed from the closed position to the open position, [and] rotating 
the rotatable member in a direction opposite the one direction at a constant rate of speed to 
unwind the web from overlapping relationship around the rotatable member, and guiding the weh 
with the laterally spaced annular plates and the weh aeeommodating slot in the s hield aronnd the 
plates during rotation of the rotatable mem ber in the direction opposite the one direction tn 
maintain overlapping relationship of the weh on the rotatable member during unwinding of the 
weh from the rotatable member to move the door at a decreasing rate of speed from the open 
position to the closed position. 



REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application, as amended, is requested. 

The title of this application has been amended to include the word APPARATUS. The 
new title is: METHOD AND APPARATUS OF OPENING AND CLOSING A BI-FOLD 
DOOR. An amended and clean copy of the amended title page is enclosed. 

Claims 13, 14, 15 and 17 define Applicant's apparatus for opening and closing a bi-fold 

door. 

The specification, page 7, lines 22 to 24, has been amended to delete the sentence 
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